
 

Traditionally, summertime has 

been touted as a season of fun in 

the sun.  Vacations, swimming, 

baseball, softball, RAGBRAI, 

and camps of all kinds fill the 

summer months with countless 

hours of activities.  Summer days 

have also involved baling hay, 

walking beans, cultivating corn, 

canning garden produce, and sev-

eral weeks of driver education.   

     As we fast forward to the pre-

sent, the summer months are still 

occupied with lots of work, 

driver’s education, sports, camps, 

and travel.  This summer, it has 

also been a blessing to see people 

involved in events that are im-

pacting them spiritually.  Various 

people from our congregation 

have been involved in Christian 

camps, youth gatherings, mission 

trips, service work, and confer-

ence events.  Recently we helped 

raise funds for Kelsey Schrock 

and Allison Yoder, who will be 

serving in Costa Rica and Nicara-

gua for the next several months.  

     The summer of 2013 has not 

only been a time of fun in the 

sun, but it has also been a season 

of 

renewal, growth, and blessing.  

Take time to give God thanks for 

the fun you have had this summer 

in His kingdom.  This kind of fun 

is long-lasting and will bless you 

and others for years to come.  

With the remaining days of sum-

mer, remember Colossians 3:17,  

“And whatever you do, whether 

in word or deed, do it all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through 

Him.” 

 

Scott Swartzendruber  

Special Points of  

Interest: 
Take time to give God 

thanks for the fun you 

have had this summer 

in His kingdom.  

It truly is an experi-

ence I have continued 

to value throughout 

my life and for me it 

was a spiritual high 

point. 

It is not too soon to be 

thinking about how 

you can help with the 

winter trip to Haiti.  

Summer Fun 
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What do I like most about serving as the camp 

pastor at Crooked Creek Christian Camp? Is it the 

preparation for nine lessons? No, although I do 

find the process of praying, searching the Scrip-

ture, checking commentaries and organizing the 

lessons to be rewarding.  

     Is it the natural beauty while living at Crooked 

Creek for a week? No, although I do find myself 

in awe when I wake up and see five deer feeding 

on the grass right outside my home or look up 

and see shooting star after shooting star as I take 

my night walk. 

     Is it the food? No, although it is great to have 

three yummy meals a day provided without the 

necessity of grocery shopping, menu planning, 

cooking and cleaning up after the meal. 

     What I like most about serving as the camp 

pastor is seeing the way God changes the lives of 

the young people who choose to attend camp. A 

few anecdotes will help show why this is what 

excites me about Crooked Creek Christian Camp. 

(The names in these stories have been changed to 

protect the identity of the campers.) 

     On Saturday before her son, Joshua, was to 

arrive at camp Angela Widmer, the Program Di-

rector for Crooked Creek, received a phone call. 

Joshua’s mother said she was a bit concerned 

about Joshua attending camp but she really 

wanted him to have the experience. Joshua is au-

tistic, has severe separation anxieties and is terri-

fied of storms. Angela encouraged the mother to 

send Joshua and said that we would work with 

him at the camp to try to ensure a pleasant experi-

ence. 

I decided to make Joshua my special prayer focus 

for the week. I observed him at the first few 

group sessions sitting by himself and looking 

pretty unhappy. As the week progressed I saw 

him interacting with the other campers, laughing 

and even singing at the chapel and campfire 

times. 

Of course we had major storms that week and I 

was a bit concerned for how Joshua would handle 

the tornado warning and all the thunder and light-

ning. The day camp ended Joshua’s mom called 

Angela back to report that she had nothing but 

positive to say about her son’s experience at 

camp. In fact, she said he was “a changed per-

son.” She had asked him how he took to the 

storms and he said, “Mom, they were awesome!”     

My strong guess is that we will see Joshua as a 

camper in the years to come. 

     Blake is a young man from Iowa City. He has 

never been in a church, never been outside of 

Iowa City, never been in a canoe, never slept out 

under the stars and has never interacted with 

Christians. His life was a bit wild in Iowa City. 

His girlfriend invited him to join her for a week 

of camp and at the very last minute he decided to 

come. Just like Joshua, Blake became my special 

prayer target for the week. As he began to enjoy 

the camp experience, other campers reached out 

to him and included him in their activities. On the 

last day as the campers were beginning to pack 

up, I saw Blake hugging several of the other 

campers.  What impact did the week have on 

Blake? I don’t have specific answers but I do 

know that he heard about Jesus and was given a 

chance to accept the invitation to follow Him. 

What I do know is that Blake’s life was changed 

because of the week at Crooked Creek. 

     Matthew has been coming to Crooked Creek 

Christian Camp for nine years. His first couple of 

years he was so wild and uncontrollable that the 

counselors dreaded hearing that he would be in 

their cabin. One of the counselors gave him a 

nickname, “Amigo”, as a way to single him out 

and give him some positive attention.  Amigo was 

a true leader at the 7th-9th grade camp this sum-

mer. He has his sights set on being a junior coun-

selor next year and would receive a strong recom-

mendation from anyone who observed him at 

camp this summer. 

     At one point the campers were playing group 

games and I was asked to keep an eye out for 

them. Amigo asked me if I wanted to play ulti-

mate Frisbee. I quickly responded that I am not 

athletic and would not be an asset to anyone’s 

team. He assured me that it didn’t matter and that 

the playing was what was important. He even se-

lected me to do be the captain of our team and do 

rock, paper, scissors to see who went first.  One 

of the campers threw the Frisbee right into my 

neck and several of the campers said, “Good 

block, Monica!” Amigo came up to check that I 

was not hurt.   (Cont. on page 3)  

Thoughts on Being a Camp Pastor 
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I…… marvel 

that we serve a 

God who is in 

the business of 

touching 

people and 

making their 

lives rich. 



Those of us in the church have a wide variety 

of different struggles, and the church is sup-

posed to be a place where we can find help 

and healing.  However, since we are a diverse 

group of people who each have our own 

unique struggles, it's nearly impossible for us 

as leadership to find enough time to teach in a 

thorough, meaningful way on every issue that 

people in our church are struggling with.  This 

is why I am so excited about the new 'Close to 

Home' pamphlets from MennoMedia that we 

have made available on the literature table in 

the foyer. 

     There 

are 21 dif-

ferent pam-

phlets writ-

ten on how 

to deal 

with 21 

different 

life-situations that people may struggle 

with.  The pamphlets are concise and quick to 

read, yet they are packed full of very practical 

information.  Each one is organized with 5 

key components: (1) A short story of someone 

struggling with that issue; (2) Information 

about the issue and how to know whether you 

or a loved one may be struggling with that 

issue; (3) A summary of what the Bible 

teaches about dealing with that issue; (4) 

Practical steps you can take to deal with the 

issue or to help a loved one deal with the is-

sue; and (5) a list of additional resources that 

are available if you desire more information 

or additional help. 

     The 21 different topics covered in the pam-

phlets are dementia, PTSD, teenage preg-

nancy, self-harm, bipolar disorder, infertility, 

gambling, overwhelming debt, acquaintance 

rape, pornography, spouse abuse, eating disor-

ders, drug addiction, alcoholism, child abuse, 

depression, marital discord, extreme anxiety, 

bullying, elder abuse, and electronic addic-

tion. 

     When I heard about the 'Close to Home' 

pamphlet series, I was initially skeptical that a 

simple pamphlet could be very helpful.  How-

ever, my attitude quickly changed after I read 

through a few of them.  I was amazed by how 

well they describe the issues, how incredibly 

practical and helpful their steps to dealing 

with the issue are, and how thoughtfully and 

accurately they handle Scripture.  

     Please don't hesitate to take the pamphlets 

with you since we can easily order more 

whenever we run out.  I encourage you to take 

some time to visit our literature table in the 

foyer and pick out a few of the pamphlets that 

you think could be helpful to you.  I am confi-

dent that they will be a blessing to you and to 

those close to you, just as I know they have 

already been a blessing to me and to many 

others. 

  

Jeff Miller 

(Cont. from page 2) 

     On the final night at the campfire by the 

pond, we had the chance to pray for the transi-

tion of directors of Crooked Creek Christian 

Camp. Both Mary Lou Farmer, who is retiring 

at the end of July, and Tim Friesen, the new 

director, were in attendance. I asked two 

campers to pray for them and Amigo prayed 

for Mary Lou. He told me that day that he had 

never prayed out loud and was pretty nervous. 

“I need to learn to do this because I really 

want to be a counselor,” he said, and his  

 

prayer, while short, was beautiful. 

     Yes, lives are changed at Crooked Creek 

Christian Camp. Most of all, my life is 

changed every year that I serve as camp pas-

tor. I learn new insights into who God is, re-

new my appreciation for the timelessness of 

Scripture and marvel that we serve a God who 

is in the business of touching people and mak-

ing their lives rich! 

Monica Miller 

Close to Home 
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I am confident 

that they will 

be a blessing 

to you and to 

those close to 

you, just as I 

know they 

have already 

been a blessing 

to me and to 

many others. 

—————————————————————————————————————————-- 



The last few weeks have been some of the 

busiest of my life.  There have been long 

days of work and short nights of rest.  God 

has graciously given me and my family the 

strength to do the things that we needed to 

get done during this time.  However, it has 

been a relief this past week to be able to 

dial back a little bit from the work and get 

some things done at home that have been 

neglected. 

     Now I probably should have focused in 

the house this week, but I chose to start 

with my gardens.  I’m not entirely sure 

how my family feels about that choice, but 

it has been a real blessing mentally and 

spiritually for me.  So in the early mornings 

and sometimes in the evenings I have got-

ten out my bucket of tools, plugged in my 

iTouch and headed into one of my many 

gardens and worked on pulling out my gi-

gantic weeds in search of the flowers I had 

planted.   

     Weeding almost always has been thera-

peutic for me.  It just makes me feel better; 

I can’t explain why.  It just is.  However, 

listening to my iTouch added to the mental 

release that weeding gives me.  I often lis-

ten to music, but sometimes I download 

sermons/messages from different speakers.  

It has been so uplifting to hear stories of 

God’s faithfulness and power.  It was ex-

actly what I needed.  You see, my gas tank 

was about empty.  I was physically tired, 

emotionally tired and even spiritually tired. 

My time in the gardens fed me and filled 

me.  Even though I am getting no more 

sleep than I was and I still have more work 

to get done than I would prefer, God has 

given me strength as He met me in my gar-

dens. 

     I believe that God will guide us if we 

only will look for it.  So one thing that I 

noticed as I was listening to various speak-

ers on my iTouch is that the book of Amos 

kept coming up.  Now I don’t know about 

you, but about the only time I tend to read 

the book of Amos is when I am reading 

through the whole Bible.  Amos just isn’t a 

book I generally seek out. 

     So I decided that if God kept putting 

Amos in my path I had better go read it and 

ask God to show me what He wanted me to 

see.  Here it is:  Amos 5:4b-6  “Seek Me 

and live; do not seek Bethel, do not go to 

Gilgal, do not journey to Beersheba.  For 

Gilgal will surely go into exile, and Bethel 

will be reduced to nothing.  Seek the Lord 

and live, or He will sweep through the 

house of Joseph like a fire; it will devour 

and Bethel will have no one to quench it.” 

     There are a couple of points that struck 

me.  First of all, what is the opposite of 

live.  It would have to be die. So either I 

seek (or as I like to word it, pursue) God 

and head towards life or I don’t pursue God 

and head towards death.  Not seeking God 

leads to death.  So if I am just floating 

along not really doing anything, I won’t 

live.  To live I must be seeking God.  Noth-

ing else works.  Doing nothing is not ac-

ceptable. 

     The second thing that struck me was the 

significance of Bethel, Gilgal and Beer-

sheba.  The notes in my Bible tell me that 

important parts of Biblical history hap-

pened in these places and that the Israelites 

went to these places to worship.  But some-

times when they were worshipping it was-

n’t God that they were worshiping.  I could 

say that I can’t relate to this, but that isn’t 

true.   

     There are certain songs that I want to 

listen to when I want to feel a certain emo-

tional rush.  There are places where I have 

prayed and really felt God and I find my-

self returning there.  Those places can be-

come too important to me. 

     The thing is that in Amos God is saying 

that when I start seeking anything instead 

of Him that I lose life.  When I pursue cer-

tain styles of worship, music, location, par-

ticular version of the Bible, etc. 

(Cont. on page 5) 

In Pursuit 
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God was 

speaking with 

me there and 

I was 

listening.   



Jesus A, Nahetotaetanome (Jesus Lord, how 

joyful you have made us).  This is the Chey-

enne  Spiritual song that we sang at the begin-

ning of every worship service at Central Plains 

Mennonite Conference at St Labre Indian 

School near Ashland, Montana, June 20-23, 

2013. Wilbur and I stayed in the dorm on the 

campus. The dorm was only two years old and 

a very nice place-very good beds for dorms. 

After a very long day, (getting up at three am) 

we arrived at the school about seven on Thurs-

day eve. We were given a little history of the 

three churches. Ashland Mennonite church had 

its first service on Father’s Day in 1917.  Lame 

Deer Mennonite Church is pastored by Joe 

Walksalong, Jr. His father was the pastor for 

44 years until he passed away. Missionaries 

came to Lame Deer in the 1890’s.  White River 

Cheyenne Mennonite Church at Busby, Mon-

tana had its beginnings in 1904. We visited all 

three on our afternoon tours. 

     Morning worship began at 8:30. Terry LaB-

lanc, an Indian from another area, was our 

speaker. His tribe was Micama from Quebec 

area. He said he was baptized-sprinkled, 

poured, and immersed. He went to Mennonite 

Brethen in Christ College and served with 

Youth for Christ. His wife became a Christian 

first and he a year later. He said that was a very 

rough year. They have been married 44 years. 

His message the first morning was from Acts 

15:20. There are things that we should not do: 

refrain from eating meat that was sacrificed to 

idols, refrain from all fornication, also from 

eating unbled meat of strangled animals.  Terry 

was saying is we have to consider culture. The 

Jews expected the Gentiles to live the same as 

they did. Be like Jesus, not like us should be 

the message of missionaries.   

     Saturday worship, Terry said there is no 

place we can escape the presence of God. 

Within Him we live and move and have our 

being. We need to spend twice as much time 

looking at where we came from as where we 

are going. John 9 tells the story of the blind 

man and his journey of faith.  

     To close each worship service, we sang 

“Hahoo, Ma’heo’o, Nemeo’o Nanehe’anone” 

or Thank You, God, We Follow Your Way”. 

     In the afternoons, we went on tours of the 

churches, Medicine Rock, and the Battlefield, 

and the Thrift Shop. Friday evening, we had a 

powwow and Saturday evening, two ladies 

gave their testimonies of how they found 

Christ.  

     It was a good conference, although we had 

few delegate sessions. Sunday morning we had 

communion with flat bread and dipped it in a 

bowl of grape juice to end our meeting. 

Elsie Mast, CPMC Delegate 

Editors note:  Please check out CPMC website 

www.centralplainsmc.org for more informa-

tion on this years Conference.    

(Cont. from page 4)  

and they become so important that it leaves a 

hole in me when they are not there it is a neon 

sign saying that I am off track.  The only vital 

part to my worship is that I seek God.  Period.   

     My time in my gardens was precious this 

week.  Not because of the therapy of pulling 

weeds, not because of the messages I listened 

to, not because some of my flowers are thriving 

despite my neglect, but because God was 

speaking with me there and I was listening.  

God touched my heart.   

     I challenge you to look at your life.  Are 

you seeking God the way God wants you to 

seek Him? Meditate on Amos 5:4-6.  I pray 

that you choose life. (Deut. 30:19).  I also ask 

that if you see me getting off course that you 

remind me to get back to seeking God.  As fel-

low Christians, may we be there encourage and 

help one another.  Praise God that He gave us 

each other!  It is a true blessing.   

As always, in pursuit.  Dawn Wyse 

Central Plains Mennonite Conference 2013: 

Guided by the Spirit: Knowing God’s Love 
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http://www.centralplainsmc.org


As the youth shared recently about their trip 

to the Mennonite Youth Convention in Phoe-

nix, I couldn’t help but remember my own 

experiences with youth conventions. Attempt-

ing to convey what happens at a youth con-

vention with 5000+ youth is a difficult thing 

to do, and the emotions that can go along 

with that experience are also hard to explain 

to those who haven’t been there. 

     It truly is an experience I have continued 

to value throughout my life and for me it was 

a spiritual high point. The most memorable 

youth convention for me was Philly ’93.  We 

took a pretty large group of youth from KMC, 

so I’m fairly certain I couldn’t name everyone 

if I tried, but I can tell you that Lynn and 

Janice Hostetler were sponsors that year.  We 

got to worship times early, so we could be 

among the first through the doors.  We’d save 

seats for each other because it was important 

for us to sit together.  The speakers were dy-

namic, the activities were fun, and the spiri-

tual lives of our MYFers were impacted.  We 

cried together and laughed together and truly 

felt a change in our lives.   

     As an MYF group we decided we wanted 

that spiritual high to continue as long as it 

could and we wanted to demonstrate how our 

lives were impacted and our dedication as an 

MYF to our church back home.  Philly ’93 

was the year that our KMC MYF decided we 

wanted to sit together during church, and that 

if we were going to sit together we were go-

ing to sit up front.  Sitting up front and to-

gether during convention made worship more 

meaningful and we wanted that to translate 

back home in Iowa too.  So if you’ve won-

dered about the tradition of the MYFers sit-

ting up front during our Sunday morning wor-

ship services, you can attribute it to the im-

pact the 1993 Mennonite Youth Convention 

in Philadelphia had on KMC youth.  

Stacy Ropp Miller 

On a warm July afternoon a number of 

KMCer’s of all ages, gathered together by 

Aline Schipper, met at the Friendship Center 

at Pleasantview Home.  They were joined by 

residents of PV and women from the Village 

surrounding PV.  The purpose of this group 

was to put together baby kits for MCC.  The 

activity was well planned and over 50 new-

born kits were pinned up in flannel blankets 

in a very short time.  These will be taken to 

MCC for distribu-

tion overseas. 

    Refreshments of 

lemonade and 

homemade cup-

cakes were served 

and Joya Schrock 

provided piano mu-

sic.  Young and old 

alike enjoyed this time together, and it was 

particularly nice to see some of our KMC 

family, now living at PV, join in the fun. 

Baby Shower for MCC 

Convention Past 

Page 6 Mustard Seed 

—————————————————————————————————————————

It truly is an 

experience I 

have continued 

to value 

throughout my 

life and for me 

it was a spiri-
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The pastoral search process continues to move for-

ward.  We now have the three essential documents 

we need to begin collecting and evaluating applica-

tions for the associate pastor position.  These docu-

ments are a job description, the Congregational 

Information Form, and the Twenty Pastoral Tasks 

summary.  You can see these on our website and 

copies are posted on the bulletin board.  To find 

them on the website go to http://

kalonamennonitechurch.com/# and click on Pas-

toral Search Committee.  A progress report that 

tracks the steps completed and those remaining is 

also posted on the bulletin board. 

     The job description provides a candidate with a 

clear sense of what we expect in an associate pas-

tor.  The Elders created this document and it out-

lines essential qualifications we expect in a candi-

date and it lists their key responsibilities.  It also 

includes a section in which desirable abilities and 

qualities are listed.  These are abilities and qualities 

we would like a candidate to have but we realize 

that no one person may have all of them. 

     The Congregational Information Form is a 

longer document and it is a description of our con-

gregation.  It includes data on membership, age 

demographics, occupations, congregational admin-

istrative structure, beliefs, and community informa-

tion.  We gathered this information from many 

places, including using the input the congregation 

provided on the Sunday morning in early May 

when we met in the fellowship hall during the Sun-

day School hour. 

     Many of you completed a survey called Ministe-

rial Leadership Information—Twenty Pastoral 

Tasks.  You were asked to prioritize a list of twenty 

different pastoral tasks and rank them with five 

tasks receiving highest priority, five tasks with 

lowest priority, and the remaining ten tasks in be-

tween.  We averaged the rankings for each task and 

summarized them so each task now has a number.  

This number is the average ranking of all the re-

sponses for that particular task.  The highest possi-

ble number would have been seven and the lowest 

would have been one.  Since these are averages, the 

actual number for most categories was closer to the 

middle but there was some variation which is what 

we would expect. 

     These three documents will provide candidates 

with essential information about who we are and 

what we expect in our associate pastor.  They are a 

critical part of the search and the committee 

worked hard to create documents that are accurate 

and comprehensive. 

     We are now ready to begin looking at applica-

tions.  Tim Detweiler, the Central Plains Confer-

ence Minister for Ministerial Leadership, will for-

ward any resumes he has on file if it appears they 

would be a good match for our congregation.  We 

will also be advertising in The Mennonite and that 

ad will also appear on the Central Plains Confer-

ence website.  The speed with which the process 

moves forward will depend on how quickly appli-

cations arrive and how many we receive. 

     Please pray for the search process and for the 

committee.  Members of the committee are Wanda 

Beachy, Lynn Hostetler, Nate Miller, Nicole 

Miller, Robin Schrock, John Wallerich, and Frank 

Yoder.  If you have any suggestions or concerns, 

please feel free to talk with any of us. 

Frank Yoder, Search Committee Chair  

Pastoral Search Committee Report 
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WMSC met on July 10 with 

30 women and children at-

tending.  There was much 

work to do and much was 

accomplished.  Devotions 

from the book of Amos 

were given by Janice 

Hostetler.  We were chal-

lenged to have a regular 

prayer time each day.  Edna Miller and Dolores 

Miller shared some projects they had 

completed.  Work completed was 11 

rugs knotted, 70 bandage rolls, 2 com-

forters knotted and friendships were 

strengthened.  Join us on August 7 for 

our next meeting.  The project will be 

school kits and the Venture Club girls 

will be our guests.   

——————————————————————————————————————————————-———————————————————-- 

WMSC 

http://kalonamennonitechurch.com/
http://kalonamennonitechurch.com/


For the past two weeks I have been in-

volved with Bible Memory Ministry's 

camps. I was a camper for a week and then 

the following week I was a counselor. Be-

ing at camp I find it so much easier to focus 

on God because I don't have the distractions 

around me or just the constant business of 

life. As a camper it was fairly easy to stay 

focused on God because he was in every 

person I talked to and everyone around me 

was basically focusing on Him. As a coun-

cilor I found it more difficult because I kept 

finding myself worrying about my six 

campers along with being ready for the next 

activity and also keeping them focused (or 

at least trying to). For me, the passage that 

really hit me with the theme of focus was 

Matthew 14:22-33:   

     Immediately Jesus made the disciples 

get into the boat and go on ahead of him to 

the other side, while he dismissed the 

crowd.   After he had dismissed them, he 

went up on a mountainside by himself to 

pray. Later that night, he was there alone,   

and the boat was already a considerable 

distance from land, buffeted by the waves 

because the wind was against it. 

     Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to 

them, walking on the lake.  When the disci-

ples saw him walking on the lake, they were 

terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and 

cried out in fear.  But Jesus immediately 

said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t 

be afraid.”   “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter re-

plied, “tell me to come to you on the wa-

ter.”  “Come,” he said. 

     Then Peter got down out of the boat, 

walked on the water and came toward Je-

sus.   But when he saw the wind, he was 

afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, 

“Lord, save me!”  Immediately Jesus 

reached out his hand and caught him. “You 

of little faith,” he said, “why did you 

doubt?” 

     And when they climbed into the boat, the 

wind died down.   Then those who were in 

the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you 

are the Son of God.” 

     I often find myself sinking just like Pe-

ter did. When I look away from Jesus and 

see all the "wind" in my life I often feel like 

I'm backing away from God, saying that He 

isn't enough. During the week at camp, I 

have found that when you fix your eyes 

completely on God the impossible becomes 

possible and then the unexpected happens. 

God has a plan for all of our lives but we 

really need focus. What is your focus? 

Larissa Wyse 

Finding Your Focus  
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God has a plan 

for all of our 

lives but we 

really need 

focus.  

———————————————————————————————————————-

WORDS OF WISDOM 

Take all the Bible you can on 

reason and the rest by faith. 

 

Genuine faith is assuring, in-

suring and enduring.  

 

The most essential element in 

any home is God.  

Do not ask the Lord to guide 

your footsteps if you are not 

willing to move your feet.  

 

The world looks brighter 

from behind a smile.  

 

Christianity is a verb.  



 

Sometimes life seems hard to bear 

Full of sorrow, trouble and woe 

It’s then that I need to remember 

That it’s in the meadows and rivers I grow 

 

Yes, we have so much to learn, oh God 

Our growth is so slow 

At times I do not always understand 

Yet I am very sure of one thing 

I look up to the mountains overhead 

My little meadows are out in my garden 

 

I read of Christ on that cross 

If only we had stayed on the mountaintops 

And never experienced pain 

 

I would never appreciate God’s plan and love 

I know I would be living in vain 

As the mountain river 

Clean as the air above the clouds 

But, it’s in the meadows I grow 

 

I ask why things happen as they do 

Yes, my Lord will see me through the valley of death 

His victory was Satan’s loss 

 

Forgive me Lord for complaining 

When I’m feeling so very low 

Will you give me a gentle reminder? 

It’s in the meadows you lead me, and I grow 

 

May you continue to strengthen me, Lord 

And use my life each day 

To share your love with others 

And help them find their way 

 

Thank you for your meadows, Lord 

For this I truly know 

Your artistic perfections so beautiful 

The mountaintops in Alaska are glorious 

But its in my meadow, my gardens, I grow 

Eunice Miller Yoder 

It’s in the Meadows We Grow 
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I will be serving in Barva de Heredia, Costa Rica for one year with MCC's Serving And 

Learning Together (SALT) program. I will work as an educational assistant for adults with 

special needs at the Holistic Development for Adults with Disabilities Association, and will 

also work for the Mennonite Convention and it's biblical institute in Costa Rica. You can 

follow my journey in Costa Rica by reading my blog or emailing me.   ~Allison Yoder 

www.beautifulbiodiversity.blogspot.com, allisonr.yoder@gmail.com. 

As most of you know, during this last year I have been working at Kid Power in Washing-

ton, DC though MVS. Currently I am helping to run a summer camp for middle schoolers. I 

teach two reading and writing classes in the mornings and a cooking class two afternoons a 

week. I also have to manage the high school staffers who tend to view themselves as camp-

ers. So it is a challenging position but I am learning a lot about the students and myself.  

     My year of service with MVS is coming to an end in mid August. I have learned a lot 

while living in Washington, DC and have become very close to my housemates. In fact, I am 

writing this from New York City because the five of us decided to take a short vacation to-

gether before we all go our separate ways. I am still not sure what that is going to mean for 

me.  

     I am hoping to stay in the DC area but that is about as far as I have gotten. The last few 

weeks have been rather stressful because of this uncertainty so prayers would be appreciated. 

However, I know that God is working in my life and I am sure that I will end up wherever I 

am meant to be.  

 Bailey Schrock 

To my church family, 

 

     This past spring has been busy: job searches, packing up house and classroom, saying 

many goodbyes to friends in Kansas. The summer led me back to Crooked Creek Christian 

Camp, where I have been working as Program Director for the fourth summer now. It has 

been a great summer, seeing God in the beautiful nature at CCCC, hearing Jesus' message of 

the Upside Down Kingdom through camp pastors, and encouraging fun and growth in the 

campers that come to camp. 

     Now, in just a couple short weeks, I've been preparing for the next step: Service Adven-

ture with Mennonite Mission Network. Service Adventure is a voluntary service program for 

young people, ages 17-20, in six different locations around the U.S. My position, in Albu-

querque, New Mexico is as house leader for 3 young adults. My term is for 2 years and I will 

see two groups of young adults through the program. I am there to help them learn how to 

live in community, take care of budgeting, cooking, shopping, traveling, and for what might 

be the first time in their lives, on their own. House leader is considered a part time job, and I 

have applied to work as a substitute teacher in the public school district as well. It's going to 

be a challenge, part of which will be working to live more simply. But it's a challenge and a 

new adventure I'm looking forward to. My leadership orientation for S.A. begins July 22 in 

Hutchinson, KS and I'll drive out to Albuquerque immediately after, before the participants 

arrive August 7. 

     I appreciate your support through the years, and your continued support through prayer as 

I make this next move. If you'd like to keep in touch, my email is sharayahw@gmail.com, 

and my mailing address after July 27 will be 404 Grove St. SE, Albuquerque NM 87108. 

-Sharayah Williams 

YOUNG WOMEN SERVE 
Kelsey Schrock will also be leaving in September. Look for her note next month.  
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Well, we hope you have enjoyed the summer 

ballgames, camping, and reunions.  Now we can 

all enjoy sweet corn as well.  OK, now for the 

news. 

      First the sporting news for you baseball fans.  

Rowan Miller made an unassisted triple play dur-

ing a T-ball game in Iowa City.  Rowan was play-

ing 3rd base and caught a line drive (out #1), then 

tagged the runner coming from 2nd base (out #2), 

then stepped on 3rd base tripling up the runner 

that had left for home base (out #3).  Wow!  

Harry Carey would have said “Holy Cow”!  

Rowan is the 5 year old son of Nate & Stacy. 

      Congratulations to Ashley Sojka and 

Whitney Christiansen, who are both on the 

Mid-Prairie High School softball team that 

went to the State Tournament this year.  We 

hope it went well. 

     Dave Koerner is officially retired from the Or-

tho Department at UIHC.  He worked there as an 

RN  for 34 years.  At one of his going-away par-

ties, his fellow workers all wore afro-wigs to all 

enjoy “The Dave Look”!  What fun.  Congratula-

tions on work well done. 

      The Seekers S.S. Class helped Roy and 

Mollie Miller celebrate their 50th Wedding Anni-

versary.  And “Peter, 

Paul & Mary” (Andy 

Wilcom Trio) made a 

surprise appearance 

and sang several 

songs as well.  What 

fun! 

     There was a “Wild 

Horse Roundup” north of Wellman recently.  

Four wild yearlings showed up in Ez Schrock’s 

bean field and munched and tromped on soybeans 

for about 3 days.  So, would that be covered by 

“Multi Peril Crop Insurance”?  OK, on with the 

story.  It took half the neighborhood, some 4-

wheelers and a motorcycle to herd those wild 

horses out of the bean field, down the road, and 

into the neighbors pasture.  By coincidence those 

horses showed up the same day at the Kalona 

Horse Sale!  Imagine that.  Well at any rate, Ez & 

Dawn are glad to be rid of those wild things! 

     Cal & Shirley Hochstedler took a trip with his 

brother & wife from Cleveland, OH.  They flew 

to Anchorage, Alaska and rented an SUV and 

traveled about the state.  They got to see the 

“Midnight Sun” north of the Arctic Circle, lots of 

beautiful mountains & rivers, and some glaciers 

as well.  And yes, they did 

take a couple of pictures.  

Glad you had a safe trip. 

     Nate Miller was chosen 

by the students as “Teacher 

of the Year”.  Nate teaches 

math at Prairie High School 

on the south edge of Cedar 

Rapids.  Congratulations! 

     Michelle Lehman is serving as a camp coun-

selor for Bible Memory Ministries this summer.  

She is traveling with a team of counselors who 

are helping with Bible Memory Camps in Iowa, 

Indiana, Ohio, and Florida.  Sounds like a good 

time. 

     KMC had 4 high schoolers who attended the 

High School Bible Memory Camp in Indiana. 

Those attending were:  Emily Lehman, Larissa 

Wyse, Reggie Hostetler & Summer Schrock.       

I’m sure they had a great time. 

      Kelsey Schrock is preparing to leave for a 2 

year term of service work in Managua, Nicara-

gua. She will be working with the “Voluntary 

Missionary Movement”, Greendale, Wisconsin. 

Kelsey will be in Wisconsin for a one week orien-

tation and then will fly to Nicaragua on Septem-

ber 9th and start her term of community service. 

She will teach English and work with victims of 

domestic violence. Keep Kelsey in your prayers.  

     The dog days of summer are here and the lo-

cust are humming.  So stay cool and enjoy the 

final days of summer before school starts again. 

 So long for now,   Ed V. & Carol Miller 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING!!! 
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Kalona Mennonite Church  

BEYOND OURSELVES  
As the school year approaches and many par-

ents and their children are shopping for sup-

plies, don’t forget to add MCC school kits to 

your shopping list!   What a wonderful re-

source we have as followers of Christ in the 

Mennonite church, to show His love to oth-

ers. Many of the children who receive these 

kits have never heard  of Jesus!  MCC dis-

tributes more than 185,000 school kits 

yearly.  You will find school kit supply lists 

in the church foyer on the bulletin board. 

     Also, as we think and pray for persons 

beyond ourselves, let's remember Bailey 

Schrock as she completes her Voluntary Ser-

vice term.  Pray for Christ's wisdom to help 

her as she makes decisions and readjusts to 

life's changes in this imperfect and unfair 

world.  

     Be sure to add Allison Yoder, Kelsey 

Schrock, and Sharayah Williams to your 

daily prayer list as they begin their assign-

ments to further the Good News of Jesus be-

yond Kalona! 

     It is not too soon to be thinking about how 

you can help with the winter trip to Haiti to 

support Troy Miller with "Water for Life".  

Keep Troy in your prayers also. 

dave koerner 

 

 

 

School Kits: 

4 spiral notebooks, 8x11, 70-80 pages    

1 chunky pencil eraser, 1/2x2”, pink   

4 #2 pencils, unsharpened   

1 flat, flexible ruler in metric and inches 

12 colored pencils in packaging   

WMSC will supply the bag for the kit 


